PARABLES 
| Refleding upon che Times, 


Newly P2ft, and yet Preſent ; 


By P: D: 
The Writer of the Problemes lately printed, 


— 


a now recommended to = attentive reading, 
ſerious conſideration, and devour meditation 


OF ALL 


The Generals, Officers, & Souldiers, that have been 


imployed'on either fide in the late un- 
naturall WARRE 3 


More eſpecially of His Excellency, the Lord Fairfax, and thoſe 
bOPEy 7 Gs 4ArE fax, 


, { 


Behold, becanſe the "00 God of your Fathers was wroth with Judab, be hath dud 
livered them into your hand, and ys han flain them in a rage thargeacheth up unto 
heaven. 

And now ye purpoſe to kgey wuder the children of Judah and Jeruſalem for bend- 
wen, and bondwomen unzo you : but are there not with yongven with yon, fins agaie/t: 
the Lord your God ? 5 Chron. 28.9, & 10. 


rm fortia ſunt verbareda! 


Printed in the yeare, MD C XLVIII. 


— 
* 
F . 
% , 
bd - a , 
= - : : 
e - 
ud - 
* 
oz - Vn 
on a G > 4 
. _ - 
4, , « 
o . mo 4K x WG wet 
- . 
— 
he . 
, » Lg R 
4 ba «4 3 w- 
- | IR pe 
- 
6 by 
_ 4 " r — 
k * > 
j Me 44 
X n n . . ” , 4 
* . 
o "4 ov 
1 * 
, 
- 
- . 
<-> - P 
: [4 . 
' - * 
a, xt ” 
* - . 
a ” 
%p wt # Ree o.% 
OY - 
= —_ + EK M 
- . . 
4 , 4 
- 
# } 4 » * 
* -- ” 
® » -& = po 
- - s 
Pd #1 "—— 
- * _ 5 
+ 4 6 
” , « D ” . . re 
* . PF 
% M4 Y 
oy ws - k ” ay 
P _ _ » ' 
f - , wv as * % 
— b. - * * 
\ - 
4 
- 4 > d 
- © 
* 
os % 
$ » » k 
-_— 
ae . ; 
bo « 
$ \ 4 : 
Yo 
*% . , on 
” 
- 
. i _ ” . 


. 
Ll 
«* P 
= 
. 
J%, 
, _ , - . ny 
1 
>» - * 
4 
5 A . 
I "+ x 4 « 
.* 
OE 
b 
- 
- . * » "4 
F — 
” 
\ 
' » 
' —_— 
= X 
%. % 


nu Ee a... 2 


(3) 
PEPOOEO SOD [EO POSÞ OI4e 
Parables refle&ing upon the Times, 


KY fether ifa loving husband bave a jelows conceit 
. that his Wife hath a mind to uſurp authority 
over him, or in his affaires, beyond that which hethink- 
eth fit, or would be for his honour toallow her, in reſpe& 
of the cuſtome of the Countrey where they live, though 
be belecve ſhe affeReth this power in her intendwent tor 
his good, yet whether he be bound to yecld to hes therein > 
Or if he be not ſo tame, as to thinke it his duty to beobe. 
dientto her for quietneſle ſake,nor ſhe ſo obedient tohim, 
as, to defiſt from ſeeking to have her will therein (as he 
imagineth) wherber he may thereupon take occaſion te 
abridge- her-of that intereft either in his affeRions, or 
counſels by the way of adviſe, and of gentle perſivalion,or 
in ſuch his domeſticke, or other affaires as are proper for 
her managingzand whether he be likerobe better ſerved by 
truſting ſervants, rather than his wife, in ſach things of 
courſe belonging to her care ? | 

2. Whether uncertaine feares, and, jealouſies of the 
higheſt nature between man,and wife,and peradventurengt 
altogether without ſome appearing cauſe, be a ſufficient 
ground either for their withdrawing themſelves from one 
anothers company, or for their continuing to hve apart ? 
And whether the deviſers, bearcrs, receivers, ſpreaders, 
cauntenancers, and whiſperers of uncharitable furmiſes 
and falſe tales between ther, and all other prometers of 
ſuch jealoufies,and furtherers of ſuch ſeparation,or diſcon- 


tinuance,be not guilty of all the evill conſequences of both? 
A 2 3. Whe- 


3- Whether if a new married man, and his wife living. 
in their Fathers houſe, ſhould:happen to fall our ſo farre, 
as to.come to blowes, upon noother quarrell but ſuch his 
© Uncertaine feares,' and. jealouſics.of ther, affecting fuperi- 
_ ority, and:rheir. Fathers ſervants appointed to 'wait on 
them, in ftead of parting them,fhould rake part,ſome with 
their-young Maſter, ſome with their young Miſtrefſe, and 
ſome of thoſe ſervants ſhould: chance to loſe their life on 
both: ſides, whether all the flaih ſhould not beguilty of 
theirowne;and of their fellowes deaths? And whether:ſuch 
ſervants remaining alive, as ſhould ſtill perſwade, and arge 
the young people to try ont the Maſterys or ſuch as from 
the beginning ever perſwaded to peice, and did what in 
them was to prevent this unnatutall fray; or after it came 
to bloud,at laſt repenting their having had any handthere- 
in, became thereupon the more effe&uall ſolliciters, a4 
importuners for a reconcilement, be like to have more 
blame, or thanks given from the good Gentlentan their old 
Maſter,when he ſhall come to rake notice of this matter,or 
of the young folke themſelves,if once they come to be cor- 
dially kind againe? | 

4. Whether a Lady of unſpotted chaſtity, and tinble- 
miſhed reputation, having a jealous husband, and having 
been informed that ſhe had bcen ſlandered in the point of 
ber Loyalty to him; by ſome crafty paraſite, or officious 
fervant of his, ought to thinke her ſee much beholding to 
any friend; or ſervant of hers, that hearing thereof, ſhould 
challenge ſuch paraſite,or ſervant of her husbands into the 
field, thereby putting the before unqueſtioned fame of her 
integrity upon the uncertain chance of the iſſue of a duell ? 
And whether a faithfull husband having a jealous wife, and 
having found out the evill inſtruments of much diſcontent 
between them upon that occafion, but having found ape" 

all, 


— T2 
all, that being perſons highly in her favour, ſhe wonld by 
no meanes endure to have them queſtioned for it, ſhould. 
be obliged to ſuch friends or ſervants, as out of theirzeale 
to his ſervice ſhould attempt to fright them from hein 
about her ? And whether it be not more counſellable for 
both the faid parties, to wait for ſeaſonable opportunities 
to remove ſuch make-bates at leiſure ; admitting the infor- 
mations againſt rhem to be certaine ? And whether how 
certaine ſoever either of the parties may thinke the infor- 
inations, and how wiſe ſoever both of them may be, yet 
they may not have been abuſed therein by the wily praQi- 
ſes of cunning perſons ? | | 
. 5. Whether ſuch high difagreements and brawles be- 
tween man and wife upon ungrounded jealouſies benor 
ever great ſinnes,as well as great afflitions, and commonly 
the puniſhment of former ſinnes, either againſt one ano- 
ther,or with one another, in having agreed to diſpleaſe God . 
in ſome things,cither to pleaſe, or at leaſt not to diſpleaſe - 
one another? And whether an Oath ought not to be accep- 
ted for theclearing of ſuch jealoulies, it there benocertain - 
preofe that there is a cauſe for them ? And whether if thar 
be not found a ſufficient remedy, any other will, but their 
confeſſing their faults one to another, forgiving one anos 
ther, praying for one another, burying all harſh paflages in 
oblivion withour repirition, and beginning the world anew - 
with the goodold Scottiſh Proverbe; Let bygans be bygans? 
And whether any good man can be againſt ſuch an agree- 
ment between parties ſo yoaked together, that neither of - 
them-can be happy without-the other,nor till they be both 
2greed to goe quietly one way, and to put their fhonlders - 
together to the drawing of that load, which will otherwiſe 
be found too heavy for them? += | 
6, .Whether if in ſuch an unnaturall fray between luſ- 
| x 28 'A3:; band 
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' band: and: wife, it ſhould happen that the woman ſhould 
- Five the-mana fall,and haying gotcen him under her,ſhould 
threaten never to let him riſe againe, unlefle ke would give 
it herunder his band, that he would thence forward be con: 
: tent ſhe ſhould weare the breeches, and yet after long hold- 
ing him downe ſhould find him the moſt reſolved man un- 

der the Sungnever to diſhoneur bimſelfe fo farre as to yeeld 
_ - thereunto : Whether I ſay in this caſe, it could be poflible 
for her to make any greater advantage of the fortune of the 
day, than in a noble faſhion to tell him, chat having made 
. an experiment of his wiſdome and courage, fhe now found, 
and acknowledged him to be worthy to be her Lord, and 
would from thenceforth yeeld all due obedience to him ? 
And whether this were not liketo prove the ſtrongeſt rye 
© upon her husband, lifted up by rhe ſame hand that threw 
him to the ground, to bury all that had paſſed between 
them in perpetuall oblivion ? And whether he ſhould not 
be, and be reputed, tbe moſt unworthy man in the world, if 
from that day forward he ſhould not uſe her with all the 
reſpe&t due tea Lady of fo brave a ſpirit, ard allow her a 
much greater part in his affaires, than be could well have 
done with his honour, if there never had been any ſuch con- 

teſt berween them ? 


| An4now if any man ſhall aske the meaving of theſe Pa- 
. rables, he may find them expounded to his band inthe 
- Conſiderations dedicated to the City, in the yeare 1642 3 
Where he may alſo be ſhewed theuſeto be made of them 
inthcſe words : —And becauſe experience hath raught me, 
that the rarity and greatneſle of affaires, and accidents of 
State, doth I know nor how dazle the eyes of men 
unaccuſtomed , and unacquainted with the judging 
ard” handling of them , and that the beſt way to _ 
| pe 
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pell this miſt, is to looke 4 ſuch things' and- courſes: 
which are uſuall in common life, and by them ro take 
the right proportions, and meaſure, and way of a of 
the other lefſe knowne,my firſt endeavour ſhall be to find out 
ſuch a paralell for the buſines now in hand, Andas I know no 
compariſoa doth run better, or more fit than that of a man, 
and his wife,with the King, and his Parliament 5 fo would 
our preſent diſtempers were not too like the condition of a 
 womanzand her busband,firſt parted upon jealoutic,and other 
diſcontents between them, and then not knowing how with 
credit to come togetherafain, when the great increaſe of both 
their diſcomforts,occafioned by their ſeparation, hath ſuffici- 
ently diſpoſed thera unto it. For in this cafe, which is of roo 
common knowledge, if through the working of their owne 
one nature, orthe ſolicitation of others, they ſhall take a res 
olution to make haſte to meet againe at onegreat ftep,by paſ- 
ſing over all that hath paſſed between them 1n ſilence, it is a- 
hundred to one, that once within a moneth, or a yeare or two, 
ſome new falling out upon old reckonings will happen be- 
tween them, and then this ſecond breach will be barder to 
make up then the former. On the other ſide, if they ſhallze- 
ſolve to live.aſunder till fatisfation ſhall be given for every. 
cauſe of diſtaſte, and till every ground of difference between 
, them ſhall be fully reconciled, by the going of friends,or ſen- 
ding of papers between them the adventure is no lefle, that 
pick-thank tale-bearers, and ſuch other perſpns, as either are 
gainers by their being at odds, or in danger by their recon- 
cilement, will give ſo many cunning interruptions to the 
length of ſuch a Negotiation, that one of their lives will be 
—_ before the Treaty be concluded. In this caſe rherefore 
it bath ever been found beft to goe a middle way by com- 
- pounding all the principall grounds of their ſeperation be- 
fore their returne into the ſame houſe, andto leave the reft » 


| ( 

be agreed between themſelves, which afrer they have hada 
nejv taſt of the contentment of living as they ought together, 
will eaſily be done in that field, where all quarrels between 
hnsband and wife ſhould be fought out.In imitation of which * 
proceeding, approved by many experiments, let ns firſt en- 
quire after the Originall grounds of the preſent wide diffe- 
rences between the King and his Parliament, and then, after 
the moſt probable expedients,to agree them. — 

And now if after allthis,any man ſhall deſire me to ſpeak 
plainely without any Parable, I have done that alſo in the 
Problemes mentioned in the Title, where he may find the 
originall Controverſic between the King,and the Parliament, 
as I humbly conceive, rightly ſtated, and then a PraQicall 
application made of rhoſe Problemes in the Proje& for an 

equitable, and laſting Peace. Which two peeces are like nee- 
dle and thread,aqd I pill preſume to wiſh,though I can hard- 
ly bope, might be Employed to the drawing up of the wide 
rents in this miſerably torne Church and State. 


Arifſt. Polit. Lib.1.cap.$. 
" Cumvero tres Oeconomice diſcipline partes ſint 3 una herils s 
altera conjagalis ; tertia paterna : Etenim paterfamilias uxori & 
liberss, utriſque velut ingenuis itmperat , non eadem tamen imperid 
genere, ſed uxori pelitica ,Liberss regia authoritate, 


. | Sen. Trag. in Agamemn : | 
FVicor timere quid poteft ? Qu0ad non time, 


T » 


FINIS, 


